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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE INFLUENCE OF TRUE RELIGION. 


Every religion, whether true or 
false, will have a powerful influ- 
ence upon the character and con- 
duct of those, who embrace it.— 
Different nations are no less dis- 
tinguished by their religions than 
by their climates, complexions, 
and governments. ‘The religion 
of the grand Lama gives a pecu- 
liar character to his worshippers, 


who comprise the greater part of 


the Pagan world. ‘The religion 
of Mahomet gives a peculiar char- 
acter to his votaries, who claim to 
be a third part of mankind. And 
every other false religion forms 
the peculiar character of all, who 
embrace it. Let any false relig- 
ion spread among diflerent and dis- 
tant nations, and they will receive 
from it one general character.— 
Popery has formed the character 
of the inhabitants in every coun- 
try, where it has obtained a per- 
manent establishment. And the 
same effect has been produced by 
the true religion. Christianity has 
fofmed the peculiar character of 
every people, who have received 
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it. There isa general resemblance 
among christians in every quarter 
of the earth. The true christian 
religion has, indeed, a more pow- 
erful influence, than any other re- 
ligion, in forming the minds and 
manners of any people, who em- 
brace it. There are two senses, 
in which a people may be said to 
embrace the true religion. One 
is, when they understandingly re- 
ceive it as the true religion; and 
the other is, when they cordially 
receive its instructions and institu- 
tions. But whether a people ad- 
mit christianity in the former or 
latter sense, it will haye a power- 
ful influence upon their princi- 
ples, character and conduct. Ev- 
ery christian nation row feels the 
importance and obligation of the 
true religion ; and should it spread 
among all nations, it would change 
the face of things, and give a new 
complexion to the moral world. 
To illustrate this subject, it may 
be observed, 

1. That the true religion, which 
the Bible teaches, has a happy 
and powerful tendency to enlight- 
en, strengthen and enlarge the 
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minds of every people, who em- 
brace it. This truth Moses sug- 
gested to the peopie of Israel, 
when he gave them the sacred 
oracles. He said, ‘ Behold, | 
have taught you statutes and judg- 
ments, even as the Lord my God 
commanded me, that ye should 
do so, in the land whither ye go 
to possess it. Keep, therefore, 
» and do them; for this is your wis- 
dom and your understanding in the 
sight of the nations, who shall 
hear all these statutes and say, 
surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.” The 
human mind may be either ob- 
structed or assisted in its growth. 
The greatness or smallness of the 
understanding, very much depends 
upon the greatness or smallness of 
the objects, with which it is fa- 
miliar and conversant. So long as 
a child attends only to little and 
trifling objects, his mind will be 
weak and small. _And should no 
other objects be placed before his 
mind, though he should live to 
old age, he would live and die a 
childin understanding. But when 
a child is allowed and induced to 
contemplate greater and greater 
objects, as he advances in years, 
he will increase in knowledge as 
he increases in stat)»; and at 
the common period ~-. -hoodhe 


will possess a vigoru'ss and enlarg- 
éd mind. Let a man be placed in 
one public station after another, 
and his understanding will be 
strengthened and enlarged, as new 
and greater objects open to his 
view. If a man be placed at the 


head of an army, or at the head 
of a nation, his views will enlarge, 
and his mind will strengthen in 
proportion to the height of the 
eminence on which he stands, and 
the greatness of the objects which 
he beholds. Great objects form 
great minds. Religious objects, 
as well as any other objects, serve 
to weaken or strengthen, to con- 
tract or enlarge the human mind. 
And it is upon this principle, that 
the true_ religion must bave the 
greatest tendency to strengthen 
and enlarge the minds of any peo- 
ple, who embrace it. ‘The object 
of worship, which the Bible ex- 
hibits, is infinitely superior to any 
object of worship in the Pagan 
world. ‘The divinities of the 
heathen are feeble, imperfect, de- 
pendant and ignorant beings.— 
Their knowledge, power and pres- 
ence are confined to narrow lim- 
its. The heathen have no clear 
and just views of the only living 
and true God, whose presence fills 
all places, whose eye sees all 
things, and whose hand preserves 
and governs the universe. Such 
a self-existent and independent Be- 
ing, who possesses every natural 
and moral perfection, is the God, 
whom the Bible teaches mankind 
to worship. The very idea of 
such a Being enlightens and en- 
larges the mind, which contem- 
plates it. And the knowledge of 
this Being the true religion im- 
presses upon the understandings 
of every people, who embrace it. 
They live and grow under the 
habitual belief of a Being, who 
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made them, who carries them in 
his hand, who surrounds them by 
his presence, and who constantly 
looks on their hearts. The knowl- 
edge and belief of this great, holy 
and glorious object, directly tends 
to awaken, strengthen and enlarge 
their mental powers, and to habit- 
uate their minds to the contem- 
plation of other important and in- 
teresting objects, which are con- 
nected with the existence and per- 
fections of the supreme Being. 
The Bible also enlightens a peo- 
ple in the knowledge of them- 
selves, and gives them some just 
views of the nature, dignity, du- 
ration and importance of their own 
existence. It represents men as 
rational and immortai creatures, 
who are formed to exist through 
all the ages of time and the bound- 
less ages of eternity. This great 
and noble idea impressed upon the 
minds of a people, must make 
themselves and all other nations 
appear worthy of the deepest at- 
tention and respect; and they 
must be convinced, that with the 
existence and interests of. such 
beings, they cannot safely trifle. 
The immortality of the human 
soul seems to level all distinctions 
among mankind, and to set the 
child, the servant, the subject and 
the beggar upon an equality with 
the richest and greatest of their 
fellow-creatures. How differently 
from this view must the atheist 
and the Pagan consider himself, 
and the rest of mankind! He 
knows not but death will be an 
eternal sleep and put a final peri- 
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od to his own existence, and to the 
existence of every other human 
being. And while he views him- 
self and his fellow-creatures as 
such transient and worthless be- 
ings, his mind must sink into dark- 
ness and despondence. But christ- 
ianity opens to every human be- 
ing, the boundless prospects of 
eternity, which must enlighten and 
enlarge the minds of those, who 
embrace it. 

Besides—the gospel not only re- 
veals a future and eternal state, 
but represents it as infinitely more 
important than the present. The 
savages of America and other 
Pagan nations, entertain some glim- 
mering prospect of a future state, 
and have some faint hope, that 
they shall exist after death. But 
their ideas of a future state are 
extremely gross and absurd. The 
Indian expects to find the same 
objects in another world, with 
which he has been conversant in 
this life. He expects to eat and 
drink and hunt and sleep after 
death, as he did before it. And 
Virgil, one of the most refined and 
elegant of the heathen poets, re- 
presents the spirits of departed 
heroes and law-givers, as pursuing 
the same employments and amuse- 
ments, which they pursued before 
they leftthe body. But christian- 
ity gives us a view of the future 
state of existence, which is vastly 
more interesting and important.— 
It represents death as putting a 
final period to all the pursuits and 
enjoyments of this present life and 
transmitting the soul into a state 
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of eternal and unutterable happi- 
ness or misery. Every person 
who believes the Bible, believes 
that he and all his fellow-creatures 
are probationers for a happy or 
miserable eternity; and he ex- 
pects soon to see himself and eve- 
rv other human being in a state 
infinitely different from the pres- 
ent, in which they will be render- 
ed completely happy, or complete- 
ly wretched forever, by the smiles 
or the frowns of their great and 
holy Creator. Such great and 
awful, such glorious and amiable 
objects the Bible exhibits before 
the minds ofevery people, who 
embrace it. And the belief and 


impression of such interesting and 
affecting objects cannot fail to en- 
lighten and enlarge their under- 
standings, and to have a powerful 
and happy influence upon their 


sentiments, character, conduct and 
state. 

2. The Bible has a powerful 
tendency to impress the conscien- 
ces, as well as to enlighten the 
understandings of those, who be- 
lieve its divine inspiration and 
authority. Noman can embrace 
any religion contrary to the dic- 
tates of his conscience, because 
veligion always implies duty ; and 
nothing can appear to be duty, 
which the conscience perceives to 
be wrong. Though mankind do 
embrace false and absurd religions, 
yet they never do it, until they 
have blinded and stupified their 
consciences. Those, who em- 
brace the most false notions of 
religion, feel themselves bound in 
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conscience to do it. The Pagan, 
the Papist and the Mahometan 
feel themselves bound in consci- 
ence to believe and observe the 
absurdities and superstitions of 
their religions. Though every 
fa.se scheme of religion has some 
influence over the conscience ;— 
yet christianity has the most hap- 
py and controling influenoce over 
the moral faculty. A talse relig- 
ion tends to stupify and stifle the 
voice of conscience ; but the re- 
ligion of the Bible always serves 
to enlighten and strengthen it to 
do its office. The Bible exhibits 
all created and uncreated objects 
in their proper and various re- 
lations. And these relations lay 
the foundation of moral ebiigation. 
We are bound to love and obey 
God, because of the relation, 
which he bears to us and which 
we bear tohim. ‘The general ob- 
ligation of mankind to love one 
another arises from the general 
relation, which they bear to each 
other. And the particular obliga- 
tions, which subsist between the 
various classes of men, arise from 
their particular relations. The 
more clearly, therefore, these re- 
lations and connections are exhib- 
ited before the mind, the more 
easily, sensibly and forcibly does 
the conscience feel the obligations, 
which are founded upon them.— 
And since the christian religion 
more fully unfolds those relations 
and connections, upon which its 
doctriaes and duties are founded 
than any other religion ; ¢o it has 
a more commanding influence over 














the consciences of those, who em- 
brace it. In preaching the gos- 
pel the apostle carried conviction 
to the conscience of every one, 
who heard him. He says, “+ There- 
fore, seeing we have this ministry, 
as we have obtained mercy, we 
faint not; but have renounced the 
hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling 
the word of God deceitfully, but 
by manifestation of the truth com- 
mending ourselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God.’’— 
The gospel draws such a charac- 


ter of God and of Christ and of 


mankind and gives such a clear 
representation of the invisible and 


eternal world, that aliits doctrines | 


and duties appear to be true and 
to be founded in the very nature 
of things. And for this reason 
every one, who believes the gos- 
pel, must feel bimself bound, or 
moraily obliged to be and do what- 
ever it requires. Christianity en- 
ligitens, arrests and binds the con- 
science. It is ciothed with divine 
authority and commands obedience 
to the sovereign of the universe. 
False religions are the traditions 
and commandments of men. But 
the true religion claims a divine 
origin and speaks with supreme 
authority. And the conscience of 
every man in the world tells him, 
that he ought to obey the voice of 
his creator. When God comman- 
ed Abraham to sacrifice his son, 
he felt the authority of his mak- 
er and instantly submitted to his 
dread command. When God spake 
to three millions of people from 
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Mount Sinai, they unanimously 
acknowledged his authority and 
suid, * All that the Lord our God 
hath said, we will do and be obe- 
dient.” So all, who believe the 
christian religion, feel bound in 
conscience by the authority of 
its divine author to obey it.— 
Though their hearts relent, yet 
their consciences yield to the au- 
thority of God. Hence, christian- 
ity has a more sovereign control 
over the consciences of men than 
any other religion. It constrains 
every people, who acknowledge 
its divine origin, to view all moral 
objects as they are viewed by God, 
and to approve in their consciences 
what he approves and to condemn 
what he condemns. It transforms 
their moral sentiments into a re- 
semblance of the moral sentiments 
of God, whom they profess to 
worship. 

3. Christianity tends to produce 
the most happy effects in the 
hearts of a people, who embrace 
it. False religions baye always 
deeply affected the hearts, as well 
as the understandings and con- 
sciences of men. ‘The worship of 
false Gods has always inspired 
their yotaries with the spirit of 
their imaginary deities. The wor- 
shippers of Moloch were cruel.— 
The worshippers of Mars were 
given to war and carnage. ‘The 
worshippers of Bacchus were giv- 
en to intemperance. And _ the 
worshippers of every false god 
among the heathen, have always 
meant io imbibe the spirit of the 
being or beings, to whom they 
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paid divine homage. Though 
false religions do not require the 
heart, but consist in external ob- 
servances and ceremonies; yet 
they have a powerlul influence 
upon the affections. But there 
is no religion, which forms and 
moulds and governs the heart so 
powerfully as the religion of the 
Bible. The great object of wor- 
ship, which the Bible exhibits, is 
a being of perfect rectitude and in- 
finite benevolence. It says, “« God 
is love; and that “he is good to 
all, and his tender mercies are 
over ail his works.” ‘The first 
and great command of its divine 
author is, *“* Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart ;” 
and the second is, * Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.””"— 
The Bible requires all men “to 
be perfect, even as their Father, 
who is in heaven, is perfect.” It 
requires all men to worship the 
true God, who is a spirit, in spirit, 
and in truth; and to be holy, be- 
cause he is holy. Every precept 
of christianity is addressed to the 
heart, and requires pure, holy 
love, as the only obedience to the 
willofGod. The gospel requires 
a spirit of universal benevolence, 
tenderness and kindness ; and for- 
bids all selfishness, cruelty, malice 
and revenge. And it requires all 
men to feel and express such be- 
nevolence, not only by precepts 
and prohibitions, but also by pro- 
mises and threatenings. These 
promises and threatenings exhibit 
the most alluring and alarming 
motives to obedience, that can be 


presented to the heart and con- 
science of rational and immortal 
creatures. ‘The promises to the 
holy and virtuous carry all the 
light and glory and blessedness of 
heaven; and the threatenings de- 
nounce against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness, the darkness and 
misery of hell. The motives of 
the gospel are clothed with the 
authority of God, and enforced by 
the whole weight of eternity.— 
They who- believe and love the 
gospel, feel the mighty influence of 
its motives, to mould and form their 
views and feelings into a confor- 
mity to the views and feelings of 
the Father of mercies. Such wae 
the effect upon the character and 
conduct of the ancient saints.— 
And such was the effect upon the 


.primitive believers of christianity. 


Wherever they went, they were 
admired for their mutual affection 
and their universal benevolence. 
The heathen exclaimed, “How 
these christians love one anoth- 
er!” And notwithstanding primi- 
tive christianity has been greatly 
corrupted ; yet it has had a trans- 
forming influence upon every na- 
tion and people, who have called 
themselves christians. {t has loos- 
ened the cords of slavery ; it has 
lightened the hands of tyrants ; it 
has softened the hearts of perse- 
cutors; it has subdued the cruelty 
of savages; it has mitigated the 
horrors of war ; and it has diffused 
a spirit of humanity and philan- 
thropy through all the nations of 
christendom. So far as any na- 
tion has embraced christianity, 
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they have imbibed the benevolent, 
merciful and tender spirit of its 
divine author. It isa well known 
fact, that the religion of the Bible 
has a powerful tendency to pro- 
mote the highest happiness of any 
people, that embrace it. This 
subject suggests the following re- 
marks. 

1. Since the religion of the Bi- 
ble has such a happy influence up- 
on the understandings, consciences 
and hearts of men, it must tend to 
promote their temporal as well as 
their eternal happiness. Accord- 
ingly it it written, ‘ Godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having 
the promise of the life, that now 
is, and of that which is to come.” 
It is divinely promised, that when 
the Bible shall be received by all 
nations, they shall be united in 
peace, drop their swords, and turn 
their weapons of war into instru- 
ments of industry and utility. It 
is predicted, that the spread of the 
gospel shall pour a flood of light 
upon this dark world, so that the 
light of the moon shall be as.the 
light of the sun, and the light of 
the sun, as the light of seven days. 
It is foretold, that the universal 
influence of the gospel shall trans- 
form mankind into cordial friends, 
so that there shall be none to hurt 
or destroy in all the earth. And 
if the true religion does enlighten 
the understandings, awaken the 
consciences, and transform the 
hearts of men into the image of 
the kind parent of the universe, 
it must produce all the temporal 
and spiritual happiness, which, it 
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is predicted, shall exist on the 
earth, during the future and gen- 
eral prevalence of the gospel.— 
It must form good rulers and good 
subjects, good parents and good 
children, good masters and good 
servants, and fit all persons for 
usefulness and happiness, in every 
station and relation of life. Our 
religious privileges in this country 
are the source of our temporal 
prosperity and happiness. So far 
as we are a_ wise, pious, hu- 
mane, free and happy people, it 
must be ascribed to the rich bles- 
sing of the oracles of God, which 
have been committed to our hands. 
Whatever is pious, virtuous, amia- 
ble and desirable among us, is ow- 
ing to the influence of the Bible, 
which is conducive and necessary 
to the temporal as well as the 
spiritual and eternal happiness of 
human beings. 

2. We ought to be more thank- 
ful for the oracles of God than for 
any other favor he has bestowed 
upon us. God has, indeed, ever 
since we have existed as a people, 
highly favored us with more mer- 
cies, than can be numbered, both 
public and private, both civil and 
religious. But we ought to con- 
sider the Bible the primary source 
of all our privileges and enjoy- 
ments. It has laid the foundation 
of our civil institutions and pros- 
perity. It has consecrated our 
literary establishments. It has 
erected and preserved our houses 
of divine worship. It has given 
us the solemnities and consolations 
of the sabbath, It has spread light, 
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beauty and glory around our fam- 
ilies. It has dispelled the dark- 
ness of the grave. It has presented 
to us the living and true God, and 
all the holiness and blessedness of 
his kingdom for our acceptance 
and enjoyment. JUDAH. 


THE LADY’S LOOKING-GLASS,. 


The thirty-first chapter of the 
Proverbs has been called the La- 
dys Looking-Glass. In this glass, 
there is to be seen the most just 
and striking portrait of a virtuous 
woman, moving with dignity and 
gracefulness in her own proper 


sphere. She is represented as. 


placed at the head of a numerous 
and flourishing family, where she 
displays her piety, prudence and 
economy, in conducting her domes- 
tic affairs. Such female virtues, 
displayed in the discharge of such 
female duties, deserve the atten- 
tion, approbation and imitation of 
all, whom God has formed to move 
and act in the domestic circle. It 
has been a question, whether God 
has given superior mental powers 
as well as stronger nerves to men, 
than to women. ‘Though it may 
be easy, yet it is not very impor- 
tant to decide this point. It does 
not admit of a doubt, whether our 
Creator has not formed men and 
women for very different employ- 
ments; or whether he has not 
given them such corporeal and in- 
tellectual abilities, as are best 
adapted to their respective con- 
ditions and employments. Men 


are formed and designed to culti- 
vate the earth, to traverse the 
ocean, to transact commerce, to 
frame political constitutions, to 
enact and execute civil laws, to 
perform military service; and, 
generally, to do every thing, which 
is necessary to preserve public 
peace and order and safety. But 
women are formed and designed 
to perform less public and exten- 
sive, though not, perhaps, less 
necessary and important duties.— 
It is theirs to superintend and man- 
age the variety of domestic con- 
cerns, which call for perpetual at- 
tention, industry and economy.— 
Their cares and labors continue, 
while the sun continues to shine, 
and the candle continues to burn, 
They have, therefore, peculiar 
need of vital piety, for their as- 
sistance and support, under their 
constant and heavy cares and bur- 
dens. Whether men are religious 
or irreligious themselves, they 
agree in the opinion, that piety is 
necessary to form the most im- 
portant and beautiful trait in the 
female character. Solomon ex- 


presses the general sentiment of 


mankind, when he says, * Favor is 
deceitful and beauty is vain; but 
a woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised.” ‘The rea- 
son, why piety in women is more 
admired and vaiued than piety in 
men, is because it spreads a pecu- 
liar lustre over their natural ex- 
cellencies, and eminently fits them 
for their appropriate employments 
in life. 

I now propose to describe the 
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nature of true piety and its happy 
effects upon women in the dis- 
charge of their various and impor- 
tant duties. 

True religion, or vital piety, 
consists, essentially, in the filial 
fear of God.. The woman, that 
feareth the Lord, is, in the sense 
of the scriptures, a virtuous or 
pious woman. 
God is the beginning of that wis- 
dom, which cometh from above, 
and which is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle and easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and with- 
out hypocrisy. ‘Though vital pie- 
ty implies the belief of the pure 
doctrines of the gospel, and an ex- 
ternal conformity to its require- 
ments, yet it essentially consists 
The 


reason, why experimental religion 


in pure and holy affections. 


is so olten called vital piety, is, 
because it consists in that holy 
love, which is the fulfilling of the 
law, and which never fails to pro- 
duce a holy and devout life.—- 
There are probably more pious 
than pious men in the 
And pious women are not 


women, 
world. 

only more numerous, but more 
pious than pious men. After their 
hearts haye been renewed, they 
commonly become ardent and de- 
vout in their religious affections. 
Their peculiar duties and trials, 
and their retired situation, united- 
ly, lead them toimprove the means 
of grace, to eye the hand of God 
in the dispensations of his provi- 
dence, to seek divine support and 
comfort, and to cast themselves 
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with their cares and burdens up- 
on the Lord. This is certainly 
true of the pious women in ancient 
times. How devotional was Han- 
nah, the mother of Samuel; Eliz- 
abeth, the mother of John; Mary, 
the mother of Jesus; and Anna, 
the prophetess, who departed not 
from the temple, but served God 
with fastings and prayers, night 
and day. Whatever may be the 


reasons, why women are more 
generally and more eminently pi- 
ous and devout than men, the fact 
is too plain from scripture and ob- 
servation, to require particular il- 


lustration. 

I, therefore, proceed to show, 
that vital piety will have a happy 
influence upon women in the dis- 
charge of their various and impor- 
tant duties, in their proper domes- 
tic situation. And I observe, 

1. That piety will naturally dis- 
pose women to be industrious in 
the superintendence and manage- 
ment of their domestic concerns. 
The huan race were originally 
formed an! destined to be active 
and diligent in their various secu- 
lar employments. When God plac- 
ed Adam and Eve in the garden of 
Eden, he let them know, that he 
did not place them in paradise to 
spend their days in indolence, but 
to dress and cultivate the garden 
by their daily cares and labors.— 
Eve, as well as Adam, was under 
moral obligation to improve her 
time in some manual or mental 
employment ; and the same obliga- 
tion lies upon all her daughters, te 
improve their time in discharging 
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the duties of their domestic desti- 
nation. Though some women may 
be placed in a higher station and 
more affluent circumstances than 
others; yet none can be exempted 
from domestic cares, and but few 
from manual labor. The multi- 
plicity of domestic cares and con- 
cerns is always more or less irk- 
some to the feeble and delicate 
constitution of women; and some- 
times too heavy to be borne. But 
piety is a principle of activity and 
self-denial, and never fails to dis- 
pose women to perpetual diligence 
in their ever necessary and impor- 
tant duties. Accordingly we find, 
that industry forms a very promi- 
nent trait in the scriptural charac- 
ter of the virtuous woman. ‘She 
seeketh wool and flax and work- 
eth willingly with her hands. She 
riseth while it is yet night and 
giveth meat to her household, and 
a portion to her maidens. Her 
candle goeth not out by night.— 
She looketh well to the ways of 
her household and eateth not the 
bread of idleness.” Such a pious 
mother will not only be active 
and diligent herself, but cause her 
daughters and all her domestics 
also to be active and faithful in 
whatever she employs them. Pi- 
ety gives a peculiar dignity and 
gracefulness to a woman at the 
head of a numerous and industri- 
ous family. 

2. It belongs to the mother not 
only to guide the house, but to in- 
struct the children, who are more 
immediately and constantly under 
her care and eye. ‘They are by 





nature depraved and continually 
need maternal instruction and _ re- 
straint. Mothers generally have 
more time, more opportunities and 
better talents to instruct little chil- 
dren, than fathers. ‘The pious 
mother “+ openeth her mouth with 
wisdom ; and in her tongue is the 
law of kindness.” The instruc- 
tions, the reproofs, the restraints, 
the counsels and warnings, which 
flow from maternal affection and 
kindness,.are adapted to make the 
deepest and most permanent im- 
pressions upon the tender and do- 
cile hearts of children and youth. 
It is we!l known, that pious moth- 
ers have often been happily in- 
strumental of forming the charac- 
ters of some of the brightest and 
best men, that have ever lived in 
the world. To mention particu- 
lar instances: Samuel and Solo- 
mon received their first and best 
instructions from their mothers.— 
Solomon, under the name of Lem- 
uel, records for the instruction of 
all future ages, the instruction and 
admonition, which his mother gave 
him in this tender and affectionate 
language: “What my son? and 
what the son of my womb? and 
what the son of my vows?’ Paul 
reminds Timothy of the saving 
benefit he had received from the 
early instructions, which were 
poured into his young and tender 
mind by his grandmother Lois and 
his mother Eunice. In reading 
the lives of great and good men, 
how often do we find them grate- 
fully and respectfully mention their 
mothers, who early instilled inte 
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their minds the first principles of 
piety and virtue ? It is one of the 
principal duties of mothers to give 
children and youth under their 
care moral and religious instruc- 
tion. And if they possess the spi- 
rit of vital piety, it will certainly 
animate and assist them in the 
faithful discharge of this impor- 
tant duty. ‘hey will early and 
tenderly teach their children, that 
they are sinful and guilty creat- 
ures, that they ought to repent of 
sin and pray to God for pardoning 
mercy; that they ought to re- 
member the sabbath day to keep it 
holy ; that they ought to read the 
Bible every day, and every sab- 
bath attend the public worship of 
God; that they ought to remem- 
ber their creator, and publicly de- 
vote themselves to his service in 
their youth; that they ought to 
treat their superiors, inferiors and 
equals with proper respect, at- 
tention and civility; that they 

ought to let no false, nor corrupt 
communication proceed from their 

mouth; that they ought seriously 

to consider their laiter end, and 

make it their constant and princi- 

pal concern to prepare for death 

and eternity. Such are the mor- 

al and religious instructions, that 

vital piety will dispose every mo- 

ther to give to her young and ris- 

ing family. 

3. True piety will dispose wo- 
men to consult the good of their 
families, by the practice of pro- 
per economy. This is a duty, 
which they are too apt to neglect, 
and will generally neglect, unless 
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they are under the happy influence 
of pious principles. ‘The script- 
ure represents them as peculiarly 
fond of making a gay and brilliant 
appearance, by rich ornaments 
and costly attire. If you look in- 
to the third chapter of Isaiah, you 
may see a long catalogue of female 
fineries severely reprobated. And 
if you look into other places of 
scripture, you will find women re- 
proved for this peculiar foible, and 
exhorted to put on more beauti- 
ful and valuable ornaments. The 
apostle says, “I will that women 
adorn themselves in modest ap- 
parel, not with broidered hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array, but 
which becometh women profess- 
ing godliness, with good works.” 
Peter also, speaking of females, 
says, ‘* Whose adorning, let it not 
be that outward adorning of plait- 
ing the hair, and of wearing of 
gold, and of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of God is of great price.— 
For after this-manner in the old 
time, the holy women also, ‘who 
trusted in God, adorned them- 
selves.” These admonitions and 
exhortations seem to apply more 
particularly to females, who move 
in the higher circles, and possess, 
or imagine, they possess superior 
fortunes ; but they are still appli- 
cable to such, as are placed in the 
lower walks of life. But as there 
is no intrinsic evil in mere orna- 
ments themselves, so we may sup- 
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pose that women may innocently 
wear such ornaments, as their dif- 
ferent ranks and fortunes allow, 
and the common modes of dress 
render decent and respectable in 
the view of those, who neither 
practise, nor approve of pride; 
prodigality, or extravagance.— 
It is well known, and has often 
been observed, that it greatly de- 
pends upon the domestic conduct 
of the wife, whether the husband 
shall rise or sink in property.— 
Piety will teach the mother to 
consult the good of her husband 
and family, and to maintain a pro- 
per economy in all her domestic 
affairs; It is said of the virtuous 
woman, * The heart of her hus- 
band doth safely trust in her, so 
that he shall have no need of 
spoil. She will do him good and 
not evil, all the days of her life. 
She considereth a field and buy- 
eth it; with the fruit of her hand 
she planteth a vineyard. She is 
not afraid of the snow for her 
household; for all her household 
are clothed with scarlet. Her 
husband is known in the gates, 
when he sitteth among the elders 
of the land.” This is a highly 
wrought, but a beautiful descrip- 
tion of female economy. Female 
economy has done wonders. It 
has enriched and ennobled thou- 
sands of families. And the want 
of it has reduced as many to pov- 
erty and wretchedness. 

4. Piety in women sanctifies and 
adorns their native virtue of piety 
and compassion to the sons and 
daughters of poverty, misfortune 
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and distress. ‘They are naturally 
of a more kind and tender heart 
than men. ‘Those who have trav- 
ersed the interior parts of the 
eastern countries, where they have 
been exposed to heat and cold, to 
hunger and thirst, to poverty and 
sickness, to oppression and crueity 
among barbarous nations, remem- 
ber to inform us, that they have 
always found women more ready 
than men to afford relief in dis- 
tress. ‘This is a common and beau- 
tiful trait in the female character. 
But the woman of christian piety 
possesses a more steady and ope- 
rative principle of beneficence and 
charity. She answers to the des- 
cription drawn of her by the pen 
of inspiration. “In her tongue is 
the law of kindness. She stretch- 
eth out her hand to the poor; 
yea, she stretcheth forth her hands 
to the needy.” The poor and 
needy in every part of the chris- 
tian world receive more tokens of 
kindness and beneficence from the 
hands and hearts of christian wo- 
men, than from any other source. 
Though they may be less liberal 
in the promotion of general liter- 
ature and objects of public utility, 
yet they will do much more than 
men to alleviate the burdens and 
dry the tears of individuals, who 
are suffering insilence and obscu- 
rity. 

5. Vital piety will greatly ani- 
mate and assist women in their 
exertions to promote the success 
and influence of the gospel.— 
Though they are not called to 


preach nor teach in public assem- 
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blies, nor to go as missionaries in 
this land, or any other part of the 
world; yet they may do and ought 
to do much, in their own proper 
sphere, to promote the knowledge 
and religion of Christ, both where 
it is, and where it is not known. 
They can do a great deal by their 
prayers and private instructions 
and examples to cherish and re- 
vive religionin their own churches 
and congregations. ‘The pious 
mother may persuade her hus- 
band and teach her chiidren and 
domestics to keep the sabbath, to 
attend public worship and to sup- 
port the ministry and ordinances 
of the gospel. She may likewise 
afford much aid in extending the 
gospel far and wide among the 
nations, that are famishing for the 
bread of life. She may give her 
two mites and induce others to 
give more largely to bible socie- 
ties, education societies and for- 
eign as well as domestic mission- 
ary societies. How many female 
benevolent societies have been al- 
ready formed through the conn- 
try and what vast sums have they 
personally thrown into the treas- 
ury of the Lord, or been instru- 
mental of inducing other persons 
to throw into it. Was not much 
of the rich furniture of the taber- 
nacle wrought by the ingenious, 
industrious and wise hearted wo- 
men in Israel ? Who were more 
friendly to Christ and the aposiles, 
while preaching the gospel, than 
Martha, Mary, Lydia, and other 
women, protessing godliness {— 
Women have always been the 
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primary and perhaps the princi- 
pal instruments of maintaining the 
cause of religion in the world.— 
The primary instruments, I say, 
because they are the first to teach 
sons and daughters propriety, pie- 
ty and virtue. It is under the su- 
perintendence, instruction and ex- 
ample of mothers, that the strong- 
est habits of sons and daughters 
are first formed and that they are 
prepared to act their various parts 
on the stage of life. Both civil 
and religious society have more 
good or evil to expect from do- 
mestic education, over which moth- 
ers principally preside, than from 
all the schools, academies, col- 
leges and universities in America. 
Though women are destined to 
act in a small and private circle ; 
yet they have the most extensive 
and powerful influence upon the 
whole moral and religious world. 

From the excellent character of 
pious women it may be remarked, 

1. That they justly deserve the 
high respect and esteem of nifin- 
kind. ‘They who presume to de- 
preciate their talents and impor- 
tance, only betray their own van- 
ity and ignorance. ‘The first and 
small wheels, that move all the 
rest in any machine, produce the 
greatest and most important ef- 
fects. So women, who move the 
first and small wheels in every 
moral and religious society, act- 
ually produce the greatest and 
most extensive effects in the mor- 
al and religious world. ‘Though 
their influence is more silent and 
less visible than that of men, yet 
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pose that women may innocently 
wear such ornaments, as their dif- 
ferent ranks and fortunes allow, 
and the common modes of dress 
tender decent and respectable in 
the view of those, who neitber 
practise, nor approve of pride; 
prodigality, or extravagance.— 
It is well known, and has often 
been observed, that it greatly de- 
pends upon the domestic conduct 
of the wife, whether the husband 
shall rise or sink in property.— 
Piety will teach the mother to 
consult the good of her husband 
and family, and to maintain a pro- 
per economy in all her domestic 
affairs; It is said of the virtuous 
woman, *“ The heart of her hus- 
band doth safely trust in her, so 
that he shall have no need of 
spoil. She will do him good and 
not evil, all the days of her life. 
She considereth a field and buy- 
eth it; with the fruit of her hand 
she planteth a vineyard. She is 
not afraid of the snow for her 
household; for all her household 
are clothed with scarlet. Her 
husband is known in the gates, 
when he sitteth among the elders 
of the land.” This is a highly 
wrought, but a beautiful descrip- 
tion of female economy. Female 
economy has done wonders. It 
has enriched and ennobled thou- 
sands of families. And the want 
of it has reduced as many to pov- 
erty and wretchedness. 

4. Piety in women sanctifies and 
adorns their native virtue of piety 
and compassion to the sons and 
daughters of poverty, misfortune 


and distress. ‘They are naturally 
of a more kind and tender heart 
than men. ‘Those who have trav- 
ersed the interior parts of the 
eastern countries, where they have 
been exposed to heat and cold, to 
hunger and thirst, to poverty and 
sickness, to oppression and crueity 
among barbarous nations, remem- 
ber to inform us, that they have 
always found women more ready 
than men to afford relief in dis- 
tress. ‘This is a common and beau- 
tiful trait in the female character. 
But the woman of christian piety 
possesses a more steady and ope- 
rative principle of beneficence and 
charity. She answers to the des- 
cription drawn of her by the pen 
of inspiration. “In her tongue is 
the law of kindness. She stretch- 
eth out her hand to the poor; 
yea, she stretcheth forth her hands 
to the needy.” ‘The poor and 
needy in every part of the chris- 
tian world receive more tokens of 
kindness and beneficence from the 
hands and hearts of christian wo- 
men, than from any other source. 
Though they may be less liberal 
in the promotion of general liter- 
ature and objects of public utility, 
yet they will do much more than 
men to alleviate the burdens and 
dry the tears of individuals, who 
are suffering insilence and obscu- 
rity. 

5. Vital piety will greatly ani- 
mate and assist women in their 
exertions to promote the success 
and influence of the gospel.— 
Though they are not called to 
preach nor teach in public assem- 
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blies, nor to go as missionaries in 
ihis land, or any other part of the 
world; yet they may do and ought 
to do much, in their own proper 
sphere, to promote the knowledge 
and religion of Christ, both where 
it is, and where it is not known. 
They can do a great deal by their 
prayers and private instructions 
and examples to cherish and re- 
vive religionin their own churches 
and congregations. The pious 
mother may persuade her hus- 


band and teach her chiidren and 


domestics to keep the sabbath, to 
attend public worship and to sup- 
port the ministry and ordinances 
of the gospel. She may likewise 
afford much aid in extending the 
gospel far and wide among the 
nations, that are famishing for the 
bread of life. She may give her 
two mites and induce others to 
give more largely to bible socie- 
ties, education societies and for- 
eign as well as domestic mission- 
ary societies. How many female 
benevolent societies have been al- 
ready formed through the coun- 
try and what vast sums have they 
personally thrown into the treas- 
ury of the Lord, or been instru- 
mental of inducing other persons 
to throw into it. Was not much 
of the rich furniture of the taber- 
nacle wrought by the ingenious, 
industrious and wise hearted wo- 
men in Israel ? Who were more 
friendly to Christ and the aposiles, 
while preaching the gospel, than 
Martha, Mary, Lydia, and other 
women, protessing godliness ?— 
Women have always been the 


primary and perhaps the princi- 
pal instruments of maintaining the 
cause of religion in the world.— 
The primary instruments, I say, 
because they are the first to teach 
sons and daughters propriety, pie- 
ty and virtue. It is under the su- 
perintendence, instruction and ex- 
ample of mothers, that the strong- 
est habits of sons and daughters 
are first formed and that they are 
prepared to act their various parts 
on the stage of life. Both civil 
and religious society have more 
gocd or evil to expect from do- 
mestic education, over which moth- 
ers principally preside, than from 
all the schools, academies, col- 
leges and universities in America. 
Though women are destined to 
act in a small and private circle ; 
yet they have the most extensive 
and powerful influence upon the 
whole moral and religious world. 

From the excellent character of 
pious women it may be remarked, 

1. That they justly deserve the 
high respect and esteem of nifin- 
kind. ‘They who presume to de- 
preciate their talents and impor- 
tance, only betray their own van- 
ity and ignorance. ‘The first and 
small wheels, that move all the 
rest in any machine, produce the 
greatest and most important ef- 
fects. So women, who move the 
first and small wheels in every 
moral and religious society, act- 
ually produce the greatest and 
most extensive effects in the mor- 
al and religious world. ‘Though 
their influence is more silent and 
less visible than that of men, yet 
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it is no. Jess .powerful and useful. 
What great and happy influence 
had Bathsheba upon king David 
and king Solomon? How happily 
did Esther employ her piety and in- 
fluence in saving a nation from 
destined destruction? Such pious 
women are celebrated by the in- 
spired writers ; and they ought to 
be universally esteemed and ad- 
mired. * The woman, that fear- 
eth the Lord, shall be praised ;— 
for her price is far above rubies.” 
The praise of a pious and virtu- 
ous woman may, with the great- 
est propriety, be as public and ex- 
tensive as herimportance and use- 
fulness. 

2. This subject shows us how 
parents, generally, ought to edu- 
cate their daughters. Parents in 
this country have commonly been 
of one opinion and pursued one 
method in the education of their 
sons. They have usually given 
them an education in the common 
schools; .and, when they were de- 
signed for one of the learned pro- 
fessions, a public education. But 
within a few years a new era of 
female education has commenced 
in this country. Fathers and moth- 
ers seem to be agreed, that it is 
best to give their daughters a 
higher, more public, more refined 
and literary education than they 
formerly gave them. After they 
have attended common schools a 
very little time, they now send 
them to female boarding schools 
and academies, to learn English 
grammar, elegant composition, ge- 
ography, history, mathematics, 


~ 


logic, metaphysics, natural philos- 
ophy, astronomy and chemistry, 
as well as poetry, painting, and 
other retined accomplishments.— 
Now admitting that daughters are 
as capable as sons of becoming 
adepts in the profound sciences 
and elegant arts, still it is a ques- 
tion, whether it would be so use- 
ful to daughters as to sons, to be- 
come acquainted with the higher 
branches of the arts and sciences. 
“A little learning is a dangerous 
thing.” To acquire the thorough 
knowledge of any art or sci- 
ence, and especially of the arts 
and sciences in general, requires 
much time, much study, and much 
expence. 

But supposing daughters could 
spare time, endure study and meet 
the expence of property, in ac- 
quiring a large stock of general 
knowledge, to what valuable pur- 
pose could they apply it? They 
are not to be preachers, nor at- 
tornies, nor physicians, nor judges, 
nor governors, nor generals, nor 
senators, nor representatives, nor 
ambassadors at foreign courts ; but 
they are to be keepers at home, to 
guide the house, and to move ina 
small, private, domestic circle, and 
there to form and mould those 
young and tender minds, that are 
afterwards to fill the widest spaces 
in the church and state, and exer- 
cise a Supreme control over the 
largest nations and kingdoms on 
earth. Daughters can derive but 
very little benefit from a literary 
and scientific education ; but they 
derive immense ady antages from a 
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good, private, maternal education. 
That time, which young daugh- 
ters spend at female boarding- 
schools and academies is generally 
worse than lost ; for instead of fit- 
ting, it serves to indispose and un- 
fit them for the discharge of those 


necessary and important duties of 


their domestic destination. Un- 
doubtedly those parents, who move 
in the higher ranks of life, and 
possess larger fortunes, may be 
allowed to give all their children 
a higher education than other pa- 
rents. But all parents ought to 
have respect to the future busi- 
ness and prospects of their chil- 
dren, that they may be so educa- 
ted as to become the most useful 
and happy in life. A literary ed- 
ucation is generally a greater dis- 
advatage than advantage to sons, 
if they do not pursue some liter- 
ary profession. And unless daugh- 
ters are destined to enjoy easy and 
ceiyent circumstances in life, a re- 
ing,’ education will render this 
who rough world, very grating 
the paintul to their too delicate 
in y2ns and feelings. But a private, 
nals, maternal, education is cal- 
ayated to prepare daughters for 
wtatever low or high station they 
offy be called to fill. And noth- 
gh can justify parents in neglect- 
of or refusing to give them such 
fé education. 

ufS. This subject shows how im- 
vortant it is, that women should 
be truly and eminently pious. Vi- 
tal, experimental piety, has a most 
happy and powerful tendency to 
promote, their own personal peace 


and comfort under all the heavy, 
constant and numerous cares and 
burdens, that may fall to their lot. 
But it is still vastly more impor- 
tant to dispose, assist, and animate 
them to the faithful discharge of 
their domestic duties. They have 
the first care of young, immortal 
beings, whose temporal and eter- 
nal interests are suspended upon 
their pious instructions, restraints 
and examples. Happy are those 
families, in which mothers faith- 
fully discharge these duties. But 
unhappy, indeed, are those fam- 
ilies in which mothers neglect, or 
refuse to instill the first principles 
of virtue and piety into the young 
and tender minds of sons and 
daughters. It is most devoutly to 
be wished, that pious mothers in 
our Israel might be greatly multi- 
plied. This would afford the 
most happy prospect of the in- 
crease of pious families; and the 
increase of pious families would 
afford the most happy prospect of 
the increase of piety and morality. 
But without piety, neither moth- 
ers nor daughters are prepared to 
meet the burdens nor perform the 
duties of life. ‘+ Favor is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain; but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praised,” SOLOMON. 


° ‘ 


THE UNREASONABLENESS OF ENMITY 
TOWARDS JESUS CHRIST. 


it is proposed, in this communi- 
cation, to show that sinners hate 
Jesus Chirist, and that their hatred 
of him is unreasonable. From that 
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immense taass of evidence which 
might be brought forward to es- 
tablish these points, only a small 
portion car now be exhibited.— 
It is hoped, however, that they 
will be proved to the satisfaction 
of all candid inquirers afier truth. 
I shall, 

I. Say something of the enmity 
of sinners towards Jesus Christ. 

That sinners, as soon as they 
become acquainted with the char- 
acter of Christ, do hate him, is a 
doctrine of scripture, to the truth 
of which their own conduct bears 
witness. Long before Christ’s in- 
carnation, it was predicted, that 
by “his brethren and kinsmen 
according to the flesh,” he would 
be “despised and rejected.’— 
This prediction was fulfilled when 
he appeared among them. He 
said himself, that the Jews * both 
saw and hated both him and his 
Father.” And through all his pub- 
lic ministry, they opposed and per- 
secuted him ; and, at last, arraign- 
ed, condemned and crucified him. 
By this they proved, not only that 
they did hate him, but that their 
hatred was most violent and malig- 
nant. Christ likewise taught, that 
this spirit of enmity to him, was 
not confined to the Jews; for he 
said expressly, that the world hat- 
ed him, that is, sinners in distinc- 
tion from saints, whether Jews or 
Gentiles. And wherever his gos- 
pel has been sent, and bis charac- 
ter made known, sinners have pro- 
claimed, in language a thousand 
fold more eloquent and forcible 
than they could in words, their bit- 


ter enmity towards him; have 
proclaimed it by their hostility to 


his doctrines, their persecution of 


his friends, their rejection of his 
calls, and their fixed opposition to 
his authority and government.— 
Nor is there the least reason to 
doubt, that sinners now, if placed 
in the same circumstances in which 
the Jews were placed, would 
treat him just as the Jews treated 
him, and would imbrue their bands 
in his blood. The carnal mind, 
the unrenewed heart, is enmity 
against God, is enmity against 
Christ. Sinners hate him, as much 
as, they love themselves, And 
they know from experience, that 
they love themselves with ali their 
heart and strength, and seek their 
own glory as their great and last 
end. 1 proceed to show, 

ll. That the enmity of sinners 
towards Jesus Christ is unreasona- 
ble. This point will be proyed 
if it can be made to. appear st. 
he is not asinful, but a holy bes, 
For all must admit, that notor 
but wickedness can render amor 
telligent creature, a proper obut 
of hatred. And if a being is ‘o 
a proper object of hatred, it oa 
be unreasonab!e to hate him. } 

I ask, then, is there any evia 
Jesus Christ? If there is, it m: 
appear in his conduct, whichy 
not concealed, but open to tl 
view and inspection of heave 
earth and hell. Was there an, 
evil in his revealing and unfolding 


to mankind the great system of 


divine truth, in teaching them the 
character and ways of God, and 
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their own characters, obligations 
and prospects? Was there any 
evil in his exposing and condem- 
ning all their sins and vices, and 
in the ceaseless efforts and sacri- 
fices he made for their temporal 
and eternal good? Was there any 
evil in the perfect submission to 
his Father’s will and devotion to 
his cause, which he uniformly 
manifested in the scenes of unpar- 
alleled trial and difficulty through 
which he passed? Was there any 
evil in his leaving heaven, com- 
ing into this fallen, hostile, ruined 
world, and suffering the tortures 
of crucifixion for its redemption ? 
Was there any evil in his praying, 
when on the cross, for his mur- 
derers, “ Father, forgive them; 
for they Know not what they do?” 
Does he commit any evil in offer- 
ing to sinners, on the lowest pos- 
sible terms, the richest blessings 
that he can bestow, or they re- 
ceive? in renewing, and pardon- 
ing, and preparing for glory, all 
who were chesen in him before 
the foundation of the world? and 
in making known his purpose, fi- 
nally to reward both the righteous 
and the wicked according to their 
works ? And when, at the opening 
of all the scenes of terror and of 
glory, which will open at the bar 
of God, Jesus Christ shall more 
fully disclose to the assembled 
universe ati that he did, while 
personally on earth, and all that 
he shal! have done from the dawn 


to the close of time, will any evil, 
any wrong be found in him? Will 
he not then appear to the whole 


11 


intelligent creation, ever to have 
been entirely free from every 
moral stain? Of this there can be 
no reasonable doubt. His charac- 
ter, however, is not only untaint- 
ed by sin, but glorious in holiness, 


as is evident from the great end | 


for which he came into the’ world, 
from all that he has done and 
suffered, and is continually doing 
for its accomplishment. The ex- 
cellence of the end he seeks in 
all his works, proves that they are 
not evil, but good. This end, 
which, in magnitude and grand- 
eur, infinitely surpasses «ll others, 
is the glory of God. To make 
the most full and perfect displays 
of all the glorious attributes of 
his nature, and thus to secure the 
everlasting existence of the great- 
est sum of blessedness in his em- 
pire, is the object which Christ 
invariably pursues with all the 
strength and ardor of his infinite 
mind. He is, then, a being of 
transcendant goodness. His heart 
is love, pure, impartial benevo- 
lence, which is commensurate with 


‘his knowledge and his power.— 


And his matchless benevolence is 
manifest in the life of constant self- 
denial, and labor, and suffering, 
that he lived, and especially, in 
the humiliating and painful, but 
triumphant death to which he 
voluntarily submitted. From his 
cross it breaks forth and shines in 
all its glory, forever enlightening 
the universe with the brightness 
of it beams. 

Christ’s enemies, both on earth 
and in hell, have tried for thou- 
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&2 The Unreasonableness of Enmity towards Jesus Christ. 


sands of years to convict him of 
partiality, injustice and oppres- 
sion; but all their vigorous and 
ceaseless efforts to make this ap- 


pear, have only served to set the 


innocence and goodness of his cha- 
racter in a clearer and stronger 
light. And some of them, alter 
all, have reluctantly testified to 
its purity and excellence. Christ 
himself, once asked his enemies, 
who had charged him with wrong, 
«Which of you convinceth me of 
sin?’ But being conscious that 
they could not support the charge, 
they shrunk from the attempt, and 
continued to assail him with their 
blasphemies. When Pilate, who 
was urged by the Jews, to put 
him to death, asked them, ** Why, 
what evil hath he done? I find in 
him no fault at all; those Jews, 
instead of pointing out the evil, 
only exclaimed, “Crucify him, 
crucify him.” And Pilate himself 
called him “ this just person,” at 
the moment he delivered him in- 
to their murderous hands. The 
centurion, also, the commander of 
Christ’s executioners, said of him; 
at the closing scene, “ Truly this 
was a righteous man.” And even 
the devils were compelled to 
make to him, this memorable con- 
fession, “We know thee, who 
thou art, the holy One of God.” — 
Thus Christ’s deadliest foes, ad- 
mit the correctness of the inspired 
declarations concerning him, that 
he is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and full of grace and truth.— 
Now, since Jesus Christ is not a 
sinful, but a perfectly good and 


holy being, as the sacred oracles 
announce, as both his friends and 
enemies declare, and as all his 
conduct proves; it follows, that 
all the enmity which sinners feel 
towards him, is utterly ground- 
less, is altogether unreasonable. 
And this accords with his own 
view of the subject ; for speaking 
of sinners, he saith, + They hated 
me without a cause,” that is, with- 
out any just cause—without any 
good and sufficient reason. 
~ ~1. It appears from the view 
which has been taken of this sub- 
ject, that sinners hate Jesus Christ, 
because he is good and does good. 
They cannot hate him for any 
thing evil in his character or ac- 
tions; because there is no evil, 
no wrong, no unrighteousness in 
him. On the contrary, he is a be- 
ing of infinite and unchanging good- 
ness, which he is constantly dis- 
playing before the eyes of his in- 
telligent creatures, in all the won- 
ders of redemption, in all the stu- 
pendous operations of his hand. 
And when sinners have any real- 
izing sense of the truth respecting 
him and his ways, they perceive 
that his impartial goodness, that 
his disinterested benevolence is 
against them, that it leads him to 
oppose and threaten to destroy al! 
their selfish schemes and interests ; 
and for this they hate him with 
a perfect hatred, and would, were 
‘it in their power, wrest the scep- 
tre from his hand, and strike the 
crown from his bead, and put an 
end to his existence. 
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2. In the light of this subject, 
we may see something of the aw- 
ful depravity of sinners. Surely, 
their deadly enmity towards Jesus 
Christ, a being of boundless mortal 
excellence and glory, proves, if 
any thing can, the total sinfulness 
of their hearts and lives. Noth- 
ing can equal their ingratitude 
and baseness, but the mercy and 
compassion of this blessed Being, 
who has died on the cross to make 
atonement for them, who has 
opened to them the gates of par- 
adise, and who stands at their door 
urging them to enter, till bis head 
is wet with the dew, and his locks 
with the drops of the night. 

3. If sinners do hate Jesus 
Christ, then too much pains can- 
not be taken to make them sensi- 
ble of their hatred. ‘They are 
more inclined to believe that they 
love, than that they hate him; 
and often, either from stupidity, or 
from false views of his character, 
they cherish the belief that they 
Jove him. They are, therefore, 
in imminent danger of being de- 
ceived respecting their own char- 
acters and prospects, of conclud- 
ing, upon the ground of their sup- 
posed friendship to Christ, that 
they are saints and in the path to 
heaven. It is, then, vastly impor- 
tant to convince them, if possible, 
of their hatred to the divine Re- 
deemer, who is omnipotent to de- 
stroy, as well astosave. The 
way to do this, is to labor to show 


them his true character as plainly 
as possible ; to present him before 
them in all the glory of his holi- 
ness, and justice, and sovereignty, 
and grace, and to make them see 
and feel that their hearts and their 
immortal interests are for ever in 
his hand, and at his disposal. If 
they can be made to know and re- 
alize these things, they will no 
longer doubt whether they are 
real foes of God manifest in the 
flesh, no longer doubt whether 
they are in the road to endless 
perdition. 

Finally. Let sinners be persuad- 
ed now to give up their unreason- 
able and criminal enmity against 
Jesus Christ, and enthrone him in 
their affections. He is worthy of 
their supreme love. He is wor- 
thy of their highest homage. He 
is worthy of their constant and un- 
divided service. And if they give 
him their hearts, which are his 
due, he will graciously pardon and 
save them, notwithstanding all 
their sinfulness and ill-desert.— 
But if they persist in their enmity 
and rebellion against him, he will 
make them fearful monuments of 
his punishing justice. And when 
he shall send them away to ev- 
erlasting punishment, their own 
enlightened consciences will ap- 
prove of his conduct; while all 
heaven, beholding the bright dis- 
plays of his glory, will resound 
with alleluias to his name. 

THEOPHILUS. 
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84 What is wnplied in embracing the Gospel. 


THE GOSPELI1TS OWN WITNESS TO THOSE 
WHO EMERACE IT. 


No. Ill. 


WHAT IS IMPLIED IN EMBRACING THE 
GOSPEL. 


]. This implies, a clear and cor- 
rect knowledge of it. It is impos- 
sible to embrace the gospel with- 
out understanding it. The gospel 
is good news, which Christ was 
sent into the world to prociaim.— 
Before he appeared in the flesh, 
it was predicted, that he should 
be a preacher. He said by the 
prophet fsaiah, “ The spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me; because 
the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings untothe meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liber- 
ty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are 
bound; to proclaim the accepta- 
ble year of the Lord and the day 
of vengeance of our God ; to com- 
fort all that mourn; to appoint 
unto them, that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness.” As soon as Christ 
was baptized and entered upon 
his public ministry, he came trom 
Galilee and began to preach the 
gospel of the kingdom. The 
good news, which he proclaimed 


was, that * God so loved the 


world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” In ex- 
plaining and teaching this summa- 


ry of the gospel, he declared the 
essential and peculiar doctrines up- 
on which it isfounded. ‘The doc- 
trines, which he preached, are 
connected and consistent, and com- 
prise a harmonious system of di- 
vine truths. ‘These truths are the 
words of eternal life, which his 
true disciples understood ; and 
which all persons, who embrace 
the gospel, must understand. It 
appears from what Christ taught 
inthe parable of the sower, that 
an-understanding of the gospel is 
implied in embracing it. He said, 
“ He, that received seed into the 
good ground, is he, that heareth 
the word and understandeth it.” 


When he had spoken a number of 


parables, he said unto his disci- 
ples, ** Have ye understood all 
these things? They say unto 
him, yea, Lord.” 

2. In order to embrace the gos- 
pel, its essential and peculiar doc- 
trines must not only be understood, 
but be believed to be true. There 
were many, who heard Christ 
preach, and understood what he 
said, but did not believe it. They 
knew, that he professed to be the 
son of God, the promised Messiah 
and the Savior of the word. For 


he expressly said, “The son ot 


man is come to seek and to save 
that, which is lost.” And again, 
“If ye believe not that | am he, 
ye shall die in your sins.” Yet 
they did not believe this essential 
doctrine of the gospel to be true. 
For it is written, * Jesus said un- 
to them, I am the bread of life ; he 
that cometh to me, shall never 
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hunger ; and he, that believeth on 
me, shall never thirst. But! said 
unto you, that ye also have seen 
me and believe not.” Men may 
now understand and yet disbelieve 
and reject the peculiar doctrines 
of the gospel. But they, who 
truly embrace the gospel, not on- 
ly believe that it is of aivine au- 
thority, but that it contains those 
doctrines, which are essential to 
salvation. Petersaid in the name 
of the other apostles, Lord, to 
whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we 
believe and are sure, that thou 
art that Christ, the son of the liv- 
ing God.” ‘To embrace the gos- 
pel implies, not merely a belief, 
that it is of divine inspiration, but 
a belief that the doctrines, which 
it contains, are true. The gospel 
must be embraced, not as a cun- 
ningiy devised fable, but as a di- 
vine revelation of the truths, 
which are necessary to be believ- 
ed in order to salvation. But men 
may understand the gospel of 
Christ, and believe its doctrines 
to be true, while they hate and 
reject the counsel of God against 
themselves. 

Itis therefore necessary to ob- 
serve, 

3. That embracing the gospel 
implies a cordial approbation of 
the doctrines, which it contains. 
Christ said “ to those Jews, who 
believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disci- 
ples indeed; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” He made su- 


preme love to himself an indis- 
putable condition of becoming his 
disciples. He said, ‘ He, that 
loveth father or mother more than 
me, is not worthy of me; and he, 
that loveth son or daughter more 
than me, isnot worthy of me. And 
he, that taketh not his cross and 
followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. He, that findeth his life, 
shall lose it ; and he, that loseth 
his life for my sake, shal! find it.” 
It is only in view of the doctrines 
of the gospel, that any person can 
have the true knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. And without this knowl- 
edge, no one can exercise that su- 
preme love to him, which is nec- 
essary in order to be his disciple. 
It is impossible to love Christ and 
yet hate the doctrines, which ex- 
hibit his real glory and the great 
design of his mediation. True 
love to his doctrines, is implied in 
embracing the gospel. The prim- 
itive followers of Christ, who cor- 
dially embraced the gospel, were 
called christians, because they 
professed to understand, believe 
and love his peculiar doctrines.— 
Nor can any persons now sincere- 
ly embrace the gospel, unless they 
understand, believe and love the 
essential and peculiar doctrines. 
which Christ taught and which 
are the words of eternal life. 


No. IV. 


THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST THE TRUE 
WAY OF SALVATION. 


The apostles and early disciples 


of Christ founded their hope of 


salvation upon the Gospel, hot 
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without evidence, but upon deci- 
sive and convincing evidence, 
which excluded all doubt from 
their minds. When they were 
asked, whether they would re- 
nounce Christ and his doctrines, 
Peter said without any hesitation, 
* Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure, 
that thou art that Christ, the son 
of the living God.’ This was as 
much as to say, ‘“* We see, and 
know that we see, that thou art 
the way, the truth and the life, as 
thou hast taught us. We have 
understood and believed the doc- 
trines thou hast preached, upon 
the evidence thou hast exhibited ; 
and we have cordially and confi- 
dently hoped to be saved in the 
way thou hast shown us.” Such 
language they, who have embraced 
the gospel, can sincerely adopt. 
They know by happy experience, 
that they have been taught by the 
gospel, the true way to obtain and 
enjoy everlasting life. 

1. They have been taught by the 
gospel, the native and total depray- 
ity of their hearts. The Lord 
Jesus Christ, when he was on 
earth, plainly and fully taught the 
total depravity of all mankind by 
nature. He knew what was in 
man and he drew the character of 
sinners in the truest colours. He 
said, “ I know you, that ye have 
not the love of God in you.” He 
said, ** ye make clean the out side 
of the cup and of the platter, but 
within they are full of extortion 
and excess. Ye are like unto 


True Way.of Salvation. 


whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men’s bones 
and of all uncleanness. Even so 
ye outwardly appear righteous 
unto men, but within ye are full 
of hypocrisy and iniquity.” He 
said to sinners, * ye are of your 
father, the devil.” Such an od- 
ious and guilty character the gos- 
pel ascribes to all mankind, as 
they are by nature. And they, 
who truly embrace the gospel. 
know that this description of hu- 
man depravity is true, by their 
own experience. For they have 
seen and known the plague of 
their own hearts. Though they 
are naturally as proud and selfish 
as other persons and voluntarily 
ignorant and insensible of their 
own sinfulness and ill-desert, yet 
they have been effectually taught 
by the gospel their native and to- 
tal sinfulness. They know that 
they are by nature children of 
wrath, being dead in trespasses 
and sins and under the entire do- 
minion of the carnal mind, which 
is enmity against God and not sub- 
ject to his law, neither indeed 
can be. And by a conviction and 
knowledge of their total depravity 
they are prepared to understand 
the essential and peculiar doctrines 
of the gospel and to see that these 
doctrines exhibit the true method 
of salvation for such sinful creat- 
ures, as they find themselves to 
be. 

2. They whotruly embrace the 
gospel, have been taught that they 
are under the condemning sen- 
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tence of the divine law, and just- 
ly exposed to endless destruction. 
Christ said, “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish.” 
This declaration certainly implies, 
that sinners are in a perishing 
condition. He said to his hearers, 
‘Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers! how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell!” He said, 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.” And again, “« He 
that believeth not, is condemned 
already.” And it is written, «+ He 
that believeth not the Son, shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.’ He illustrated 
these declarations in a number of 
parables; .and particularly in the 
parable of the rich man and the 
beggar. And he taught the same 
doctrine in his representation of 
the general judgment. These 
representations of the ill-desert 
and condemnation of sinners, they, 
who have embraced the gospel, 
know to be true. ‘They know 
what it is to be evidently and sen- 
sibly under the condemning sen- 
tence of the law and exposed to 
the awful wrath of God. They 
have seen and felt, that they just- 
ly deserved that everlasting pun- 
ishment, which God in the law 
threatens to every sinner, and 
have known themselves to be im- 
minently exposed to it. They 
have seen the pit of destruction 
opened before them, and viewed 
themselves ready to fall into it 
atany moment. They have found 


themselves to be in a condition 
as guilty and wretched, as sinners 
are declared to be in the scrip- 
tures. They know, by experience, 
that they deserve everlasting con- 
demnation and punishment, and 
that it is wholly of the Lord’s mer- 
cies, that they have not been con- 
sumed and destroyed for ever.— 
By such a conviction and impres- 
sion of their own ill-desert, which 
is confirmed and increased by their 
constant experience, they are pre- 
pared, more and more clearly to 
see and deeply to feel, that the 
gospel reveals and exhibits the 
true way of salvation. 

3. The gospel has taught those 
who embrace it, the necessity. of 
renouncing self-righteousness and 
self-dependence, in order to be 
saved. Christ said to his hearers, 
‘¢ Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” He illustrated this de- 
claration by the parable of the 
pharisee and publican, to convince 
those, who trusted in themselves, 
that they were righteous, of their 
dangerous error. He represented 
the pharisee as boasting of his 
goodness, and relying upon his 
worthiness for acceptance with 
God. And by way of contrast he 
represents the publican, as discard- 
ing self-righteousness and self-de- 
pendence, and crying, with the 
deepest self-abasement, “ God be 
merciful to me, a sinner.”” And 
Christ says, “* This man went down 
to his house justified rather than 
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the other.” ‘They who have em- 
braced the gospel, know what it 
is to renounce self-righteousness 
and self-dependence, in regard to 
their justification before God.— 
They have found, that they could 
do nothing to make any atonement 
for their offences, or to recom- 
mend themselves to his forfeited 
favor. They have, therefore, un- 
derstandingly and voluntarily re- 
nounced their own righteousness 
and worthiness as the foundation 
of salvation. They have been 
thoroughly taught, that it is per- 
fectly unreasonable and altogether 
dangerous to place any depend- 
ence upon their own worthiness 
for justification. They have, there- 
fore, been prepared to see and 
know, that the gospel establishes 
areal and solid foundation for their 
pardon and salvation. It may be 
observed, 

4. That Christ has taught those 
who have embraced the gospel, 
the necessity of believing in him, 
and coming to him, for salvation 
from endless punishment. He 
says, “ Come unto me, all ye, that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” He says, “ As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” He 
said, ** All that the Father giveth 
me, shall come unto me; and 
him that cometh to me, I will in 
no wise cast out.” Peter and 
the other apostles found these de- 
clarations to be the words of eter- 


nal life. For when Christ put the 
question, whether they would re- 
nounce their entire dependence 
upon him for salvation, they re- 
plied, “To whom shall we go? 
Thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are 
sure, that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” They 
who have embraced the gospel, 
can adopt the same language.— 
They know, that by coming to 
Christ, they have found rest to 
their souls. ‘They see and know, 
by experience, that having under- 
stood, believed and loved the doc- 
trines, which Christ taught, they 
have found the true way of sal- 
vation. And they are conscious, 
that they have those holy affec- 
tions in embracing the gospel, by 
which they are entitled to salva- 
tion, and qualified to enjoy the 
kingdom of God. They have the 
witness in themselves, that the 
gospel is true, and that it has pro- 
duced a saving effect upon their 
hearts. They have an assurance, 
which is founded upon their own 
knowledge, and upon the exer- 
cise of holy and gracious affec- 
tions in view of the essential and 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel, 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
the true way of salvation. 
JOHN. 
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A CONTRAST, 


This world in itself, is involved 
in the most gloomy and perplex- 
ing darkness. In this darkness 
there appears no light, but what 
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shines in the face of Jesus Christ. 
An innumerable multitude of ra- 
tional creatures, who are hateful 
and hate one another, and who al- 
so hate their holy and blessed 
creator, are an affecting and sor- 
rowful sight. Few of the ungod- 
ly allow themselves to think close- 
ly and deeply on the wickedness 
of human beings. Yet some in- 
fidels have possessed superior dis- 
cernment and sensibility. When 
such persons have considered the 
character and condition of them- 
selves and their fellow-creatures, 
they have been perplexed and 


unhappy. Yet in the pride of 


their hearts, they have usually 
maintained a haughty silence, and 
refused to confess the humbling 
truths, which they have been 
obliged to feel. Every reflecting 
person, who refuses to view this 
world in connection with the work 
of redemption, must be wretched 
and hopeless. ‘The unbeliever 
finds himself a sinful, hateful and 
guilty creature. Yethe isso wise 
in his own conceit, that he refuses 
to be taught the counsel of heavy- 
en. Still he sighs and wonders, 
why a world of creatures like 
himself should exist. Would he 
humbly seek wisdom and listen to 
the voice of God in the gospel, he 
might be relieved; he might be 
happy and rejoice forever. ‘ But 
the way of the wicked is as dark- 
ness; they know not at what they 
stumble.”—Hear the mournful re- 
flections of one of the acutest and 
proudest of infidel philosophers-* 





* Voltaire. 


12 


«“ Who can, without horror, con- 
sider the whole earthas the em- 
pire of destruction! It abounds in 
wonders; it abounds also in victims. 
It isa vast field of carnage and 
contagion. Every species is, with- 
out pity, pursued and torn to 
pieces, through the earth and air 
and water. Inman there is more 
wretchedness than in all other an- 
imals put together. He smarts 
continually under two sources of 
evil, which other animals never 
feel ;—anxiety and listlessness in 
appetence, which make him weary 
of himself. He loves life and yet 
he knows he must die. If he en- 
joy some temporal good, for which 
he is thankful to heaven, he suffers 
various evils and is at last devour- 
ed by worms. This knowledge 
is his fatal prerogative. Other 
animals have it not. He feels it 
every moment rankling and cor- 
roding in his breast. Yet he 
spends the transient moments of 
his existence in diffusing the mis- 
ery which he suffers; in cutting 
the throats of his fellow-creatures 
for pay; in cheating and being 
cheated; in robbing and being 
robbed; in serving, that he may 
command ; and in repenting of all 
that he does. The bulk of man- 
kind are nothing more than a 
crowd of wretches, equally crim- 
inal and unfortunate; and the 
globe contains rather carcasses 
than men. I tremble upon a re- 
view of this dreadful picture, 
to find that it implies a com- 
plaint against divine providence ; 
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and I wish I had never been born.”’* 

Paul as clearly saw and as deep- 
ly felt the wickedness and misery 
of mankind, as Voltaire. But he 
had also seen the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom Voltaire hated; and 
had felt the power of the gospel, 
which Voltaire despised. The 
gospel afforded the apostle light 
and hope, and joy and peace, 
amidst all the darkness and sor- 
row of this evil world. And it 
gave him an assurance of endless 
rest and glory in heaven. Hear 
his own words—“ For we our- 
selves also were sometimes fool- 
ish, disobedient, deceived, serving 
diverse lusts and pleasures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful and 
hating one another. But after 
that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour towards man appear- 
ed, not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but ac- 





* Fuller’s Essay on Truth, 


cording to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior; 
that being justified by his grace, 
we should be made heirs accord- 
ing to the hope of eternal life.” 

As fully and clearly as the wis- 
dom and power, the justice and 
mercy of God are seen in the work 
of redemption, so full and clear 
will be the light, that is enjoyed 
respecting the existence of this 
dark and evil world. How sweet 
and pleasant is the light, which 
shines in such gloomy and oppres- 
sive darkness! Blessed are they, 
who can truly say, **God, who 
commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.” 


a ad 


EXTRACTS. 


Dives anv Lazarus. 

The difference of condition be- 
tween these persons is represent- 
ed to be the greatest possible in 
both states of existence ; but whol- 
ly reversed. The rich man is de- 
scribed to be in the most desirable 
earthly state. He was clothed in 
purple and fared sumptuously eve- 
ry day. The purple with which 
he was clothed was a badge of 
authority ; so that to riches, he 
probably had joined power and 


influence, as it commonly happens 
in such cases. The sumptuous 
fare of every day shows how plen- 
tifully he was stored with the 
goods of time. ‘The account is 
short, but it could not be drawn 
more emphatically descriptive of 
wealth, power and pleasure, which 
are all that the world can give.— 
His purple clothing describes 
power and authority, which many 
ambitiously seek, and a few ob- 
tain ; and his daily sumptuous fare 
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is proof both of his riches and his 
sensual taste and indulgence.— 
He was indulged in the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life. The greater part 
of the world are earnestly attempt- 
ing to be in the same state. How 
many hearts burn with the desire 
to be in this condition, and never 
attain it because God is too good 
to give it to them! How many, 
who have not yet come to the end 
of the experiment, are still hop- 
ing to obtain! We see the end of 
all this, for he died and was bur- 
ried—was cut off in the midst ofa 
pleasurable, wealthy and honor- 
able course. In death he was 
weak like other men, and all his 
earthly advantages were no pro- 
tection against the displeasure of 
his Judge. Conceive the rich 
man opening his eyes on the eter- 
nal world in torment ; and hear 
him who was clothed in purple, 
begging without avail for a drop 
of water to cool his tongue !— 
What an amazing reverse of con- 
dition! What a change, thus sud- 
denly to lay aside his purple and 
be found in torment where the 
least favor could not be granted 
him! O dangerous power and 
wealth and sensuality, if such be 
the end to which ye lead men ;— 
who that knows the consequence, 
would not tremble at his own 
earthly desires! O infatuated 
children of men, how can ye be 
so solicitous for the purple and the 
sumptuous fare of this world, 
when it must so soen be said, they 
are dead and buried! It is wish- 


ed that to such this address may 
reach ; but it is probable they 
will never read, or if they begin, 
they will spurn the sentiments as 
being inconsistent with all their 
plans of pleasure, power and 
wealth. 

Lazarus wasin all worldly things 
poor and afflicted indeed! He 
was a beggar, and it seems law- 
fully so, for he was covered 
with disease, and being thus una- 
ble to help himself, was laid at 
the gate of the rich man, desiring 
to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from his table. The dogs, 
who were companions in his meal, 
licked the wounds which men had 
not charity to bind up. 

O now different was the rich 
man, and all the company around 
him, from the good Samaritan! 
Many an one in reading this story 
with a pained heart, bath wished 
the good Samaritan had been 
there, that the wounds of Laza- 
rus might have been moilified with 
ointment. But there were better 
messengers near him. His death 
approached, and angels were hovy- 
ering around to conduct the hap- 
py soultoglory. There was hon- 
esty, there was goodness, there 
was a love of Gop in this poor 
man’s heart; there was a heaven- 
ly spirit in a diseased tabernacle 
of clay. Here wasa child of glo- 
ry hid from human view, by a dis- 
eased, afilicted state on earth ; but 
the covenant love and faithfulness 
of Gop knew his child in this 
loathsome situation-—Gop had nev- 
er forgotten him—he had always. 
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heard his: prayer, and a book of 
remembrance had been kept, both 
of his fidelity and his sorrows.— 
And angels were prepared to 
bring him hence to the glory de- 
creed to him from the foundations 
of the world: How vast the tran- 
sition, in a moment, from the pains 
of a dying body, to a_ habitation 
not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens, to a crown of righteous- 
ness, to a weight of glory, to a 
place and seat near the throne of 
God to join in his praise forever ! 
‘Transported in a moment from be- 
ing a beggar in this world, to eat 
of the bread and drink of the wa- 
ter of life forever, and be a co- 
heir together with Jesus Christ, 
of the fullness of God through all 
eternity! Removed from begging 
crumbs under the table of luxury 
and at the proud; unfeeling gate 
of affluence and power, to set in 
judgment on those who are unho- 
ly, great and rich and influential 
in this world of sin. For, saith 
the apostle, “do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the 
world.” 

Having noticed the difference 
of condition in these persons sep- 
arately, which was made by 
death ; let us now compare them, 
and judge whose character and 
state was most desirable. We 
know that the rich man shone in 
the eyes of the world, and that 
multitudes envied his state— many 
courted his favor, and said in their 
hearts, O that we could be like 
Dives? The same persons would 
naturally shun the groans of pained 


¢ 


Lazarus, and think him an outcast 
from his Maker’s favor. But how 
falsely they judged! They saw 
not with the eye of Omniscience— 
nor had they read the book of di- 
vine counsels, which is every day 
opening by the events of his goy- 
ernment! ‘They had not looked in- 
to eternity, nor heard the groans 
or praises of that state! They had 
never counted the cost of a sinful 
life, nor considered the glories that 
await humble and persevering pie- 
ty, through the goodness of God. 
In the fates of the rich man and 
Lazarus, let us see the truth.— 
How strangely changed! the man, 
who had power and influence, in a 
prison of eternal darkness; and 
the beggar on a throne of glory ! 
The man of wealth begging in vain 
for a drop of water; while the 
poor saint was drinking at rivers 
of pleasures forever! The sensu- 
alist eternally tormented ; the pi- 
ous soul embosomed forever in the 
sight and enjoyment of God! And 
it was death which made all this 
change. How solemn! how in- 
teresting the moment of departure! 


—— 


A NARRATIVE OF THE CONVERSION OF 


Miss X. 


The subject of the following 
narrative is in her long home; 
and, we may well believe, in glory. 

This person was in low circum- 
stances, and went abroad to work, 
in different families. So poor had 
been her advantages, that she was 
never learned to read. Repeat- 
edly I had taken occasion to speak 
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to her, relative to her spiritual 
concerns. But I found her igno- 
rant and unconcerned. 

One day at meeting, I perceiv- 
ed this girl was in tears, and ap- 
peared very attentive. ‘The same 
appearance was afterward repeat- 
ed, and continued. I conversed 


with her, to learn the reason of 


her trouble. She informed, that 
death stared her in the face.— 
She saw she must die; and the 
event seemed near and dreadful. 
I could not perceive any real con- 
viction of sin. I endeavoured to 
give her instruction. 

She became a constant attend- 
ant on all religious meetings ; and 
was generally in tears while at 
tending. Her views of death con- 
tinued; and she was more and 
more affected with the subject. 

After a while, I perceived she 
had a degree of conviction of sin. 
She spake of being a sinner; and 
was afraid to appear before God 
in judgment. She continued thus, 
some months, with her conviction 
of sin increasing. She became 
greatly troubled, as being a great 
sinner. Her convictions gradual- 
ly became clear and rational. 

On a sabbath day, her distress 
had become extreme. At a con- 
ference, held just before night, at 
a private house, | conversed with 
her, and found her convictions 
deep and most pungent. She had 
a great sense of the Majesty of 
God, and of the wickedness of her 
own heart. 

Returning home, with several 
in company, I conversed with her. 


Among many striking things, she 
said, O Mr. S. you have often 
preached to us on the depravity of 
the human heart, and told us how 
we all by nature hated God! I did 
not believe a word of it. But O, 
you did not tell the tenth part of the 
enmity I now feel! Her expres- 
sions of her views and feelings 
were extraordinary, and very af- 
fecting. She cried aloud, wrung 
her hands, and passed swiftly on 
before us. 

The next morning I went to see 
her. She came down from her 
chamber. I asked how she felt 
now ? She spake of her being a 
poor vile creature ; but went im- 
mediately on, to express a new 
source of troubles. She said, she 
had been thinking and looking 
abroad that morning, and she saw 
God in every thing. And every 
thing was praising him, but she; 
and other miserable sinners! The 
birds praised him, the trees, and 
the grass, every thing spake God’s 
glory. But she, a wretch, never 
praised him. She expressed much 
grief and astonishment at herself 
for her never having praised so 
great and good a Being, when his 
glory was so manifest. 

I was informed, that she had 
been out abroad, that morning, to 
speak to her mates as they passed 
by. She would even lay hold of 
them, and tell them what a great, 
and good being God was ; and how 
she longed that they might praise 
him, if she did not. 

I found she had not the least 
idea of any saving change, as hav- 
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ing been wrought in her heart.— 
And did not suggest to her any idea 
that 1 thought her heart was re- 
newed. Ilendeavored to give her 
such instructions as | thought best ; 
and retired. She thought upon 
what had been said, and felt such 
an ardent desire to be able to 
praise God, that she went to con- 
verse with a very pious man, in 
the vicinicy, with whom she had 
lived, to see if he could give any 
further direction how she might be 
able to do the duty, on which her 
heart was so much set. He told 
her she must pray to God that she 
might be enabled to praise him. 
She soon after retired, and at- 
tempted to comply with his di- 
rection. While on her knees in 
her closet, she found her diflicul- 
ties removed, and found she could 
praise God. Her joys were inex- 
pressible. 

So remarkable were her ap- 
pearance and conversation, that 
even despisers of religion were 
struck, and acknowledged that 
something strange had taken place ! 
For this person could never converse 
so before! 

She mourned and grieved for 
poor perishing sinners. She long- 
ed and prayed for their salvation. 
As to her own salvation, it seemed 
much out of her sight. She said 
little or nothing concerning it; but 
was wholly engaged for the glory 
of God, and the salvation of sin- 
ners. A minister in conversation 
with her, asked her how she 
should feel, if after all she should 
be sent to misery? She replied 


with the greatest readiness and 
simplicity, as though it was no 
matter what became of her ;—that 
she should delight in praising and 
adoring God, even should his glo- 
ry require her destruction. 

A female professor of religion 
had occasion to sleep one night 
with this young convert, and re- 
lated, that she appeared in the 
highest strains of devotion, in the 
course of the night, even in her 
sleep. She prayed for sinners; 
and sung praise to God. 

She joined the church; and as 
long as I heard of her, she adorn- 
ed her profession. After this she 
lived at a distance from me, till 
her death. 

—_—~>—- 

DR. GILBFE’S DYING TESTIMONY. 

The night before this excellent 
man departed, he sent for a few 
of his most intimate friends in the 
town, in order to leave with them 
his dying testimony. He address- 
ed them to the following purpose : 
“{ do not think it right to quit 
this world without leaving behind 
me my dying testimony, for the 
comfort of my people. I charge 
you, therefore, to tell them from 
me, that the truths which I have 
preached to them bear me up now 
above the fear of death. My faith 
in Christ is without a cloud, and 
makes me happy in the prospect 
of death. The Gospel supports 
my soul; but [ have to repent 
that | have not been more faith- 
ful and zealous for the Lord. The 
religion of Jestigs is so consoling 
to me, that it suppresses all doubte 
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and fears. ‘ For me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.”— 
Though my family at this time 
want a father’s care, yet with 
Christ I can confidently trust my 
soul, my family, and my people; 
knowing that infinite wisdom can- 
not err. 

“Tell my people, that I feel 
myself a sinner, a penitent sinner, 
a sinner saved by divine grace; 
and charge them to cleave to the 
Lord with full purpose of heart, 
and they will find the blessed ef- 
fects of this in life, and the com- 
fort of it in the prospect of death. 
Tell them to be rooted and ground- 
edin the truths of that Gospel 
which [ have declared unto them. 
Yes, tell them from me, their dy- 
ing pastor; from one who hasa 
regard for their immortal inter- 
ests; to watch and pray much, 
that their spiritual enemies may 
not get the advantage over them. 
1 entreat them to attend diligently 
on all the means of grace, wait- 
ing upon God, that they be not 
moved. from the hope of the Gos- 
pel ; and let them not be ashamed 
to declare to the world that they are 
on the Lord’s side. Let them acta 
faithful part, that they may in 
their last moments say, from heart- 
felt experience, * Lord, now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.” 

“ Tell those of them who have 
some thoughts of religion, not to 
put off such concerns to a future 
time, but to be in earnest now; 
for time fleeth fast away, and 
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death is at their door. O bid them 
from me not to trifle with their 
precious time, but to seek Christ 
with their whole hearis while he 
may be found. The workis most 
important; let them no longer 
halt between two opinions, but be 
decisive, seeing their eternal sal- 
vation depends upon it. 

“Tell those of my parishioners 
who have made light of the truths 
which | have preached, now to 
reflect and consider how many op- 
portunities they have lost, how 
many sermons they have heard 
with indifference, how many sab- 
baths they bave trifled away, and 
how much time they have squan- 
dered which can never be recall- 
ed. O tell them, that it is my 
earnest prayer that the death of 
their minister may be the life of 
their souls. Assure them, that I 
find the world to be now what it 
has been to me for a long time, 
nothing more than ashadow, a va- 
por, a bubble, a nothing. Tell 
those who have treated me and 
the truths which I have preached 
with scorn and contempt, that I 
nowsolemnly declare my firm per- 
suasion, in the prospect of my 
speedy dissolution, that nothing 
but faith in the crucified Redeem- 
er, and a full dependance on his 
mercy, can render a sinner accep- 
table in the sight of God.” 

——— 
PLEASURES OF SICKNESS. 

Few have celebrated the pleas- 

ures ofsickness; as I have lately ex- 


perienced them, permit me to say | 


a little on the subject. And, 
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Ist. As we aré social beings, it 
is pleasant to experience those 
manifestations of sympathy which 
are sure to be called into action by 
sickness. A man feels that he is 
not alone in life. He perceives 


himself linked with thousands of 


others. All their anxieties and 
their attentions afford him pieasure. 

Qdly. It is pleasant to perceive 
in full operation that deeper, 
stronger love which exists in the 
breasts of those nearly related to 
us: to behold that love in all the 
richness of its spontaneous action 
overflowing with tenderness and 
care. We regret causing anxiety, 
but that anxiety is, nevertheless, 
a source of pleasure. 

3dly. It is pleasant to discover 
how many are the comforts calcu- 
lated to alleviate : how many well 
adapted helps there are of which 
we knew nothing before we want- 
ed them :—the skill of physicians, 
the assiduity of nurses, the power 
of medicines; the multitude of lit- 
tle soothing ministers which wait 
and watch with prompt assiduity. 

4thly. The sensation accompa- 
nying the experience of relief from 
suffering is indescribably pleasant. 
While all our powers are in full 
play we have no idea of the sweet- 
ness of health, but when pain and 
disease have held possession of the 
frame, then to feel them passing 
off, and vigor and ease once more 
returning—oh ! it is delightful.— 
A glow of gratitude fills the heart. 
The strong recollection of what 
we have just undergone makes, by 
contrast, every moment pleasant, 


and we are as persons born to 
new and more exhilarating hopes. 

5thly. There is great pleasure 
in retirement from the bustle of 
the world. All is quiet in the 
sick chamber—no scenes of busi- 
ness invade its silent precincts.— 
Even to the man who loves em- 
ploy there is pleasure in occasion- 
ally escaping from turmoil; and 
surely he who knows the prec- 
iousness of quiet, whose rich de- 
light it is, in the secret of his heart, 
to hold converse with his God, he 
cannot but rejoice at the opportu- 
nity of retirement. Oh! it is 
sweet to lie and look vupward—to 
think of that Father who for 
Christ’s sake has forgiven us—to 
implore that Spirit, which like the 
dew on Hermon, descends to re- 
fresh the soul—to experience the 
fulfilment of those promises which 
are as green pastures and still wa- 
ters. 

6thly. The idea that you are 
thus experiencing profit is an 
abundant source of pleasure. To 
think that your Father has ap- 
pointed your sickness because he 
loves you; that by it he means to 
draw you nearer to himself, to 
purify you, and prepare you to 
walk more stedfastly in your 
christian course, is most charming. 
And then the lifting up of the light 
of his countenance upon you, al- 
ways great in proportion to your 
need—truly it is no cause of won- 
der that many have regretted the 
departure of sickness because 
with it departed their extraordi- 
nary consolation.— Phil. Rec. 








